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CONSULAR TREATY
| CLEAREDFORVOTE

,Senate Blocks All Moves by
Republicans to Alter It—
Approval Today Likely

By JOHN W. FINNEY
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 15
The Senate cleared the way to-
day for approval of the United
States~-Soviet consular treaty by
rejecting a scries of Republi-
can-sponsored reservations.

A final vote on the three-
year-old pact was put off until
’tomorrow. It appeared that the
convention—the first bilateral
: }treaty between the two nations

.|-—would be approved by sub-
stantially more than the re-
,|quired two-thirds vote,

The treaty, signed in 1964
.|but not brought up for Senate
ljaction until this year, has be-
alcome  symbolically important
7(in the Administration’s current
a “bridge-buﬂding” policy toward
,|the Soviet Union.

Senate approval of the treaty_‘
would mark the first legisla-i
i‘tive endorsement of that policy. l

] Two Features |
l The treaty lays down the
guidelines for resumption of
consular relations between the;
two nations, broked off in 1948.
Basically it follows the pattern
of other consular conventions,’
“tbut it has two distinctive fea-
’Itures.
Y Omne provision, incorporated
‘[for the first time in any con-'
sular agreement signed by the
‘United States, extends from!
|eriminal charges immunity to
officials and employes of con-
fsulates. Much of the controversy
lover the treaty has focused on
this provision, which opponents
say would provide protection
for Soviet spies.

The other distinctive provision
astablishes striet rules of con-

sular notification and access for
Americans arrested in the So-

viet Union. This measure has
seen emphasized by the Admin-
stration as necese#ary for the
orotection of the growing nums-
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‘Lhe Senate then went on to
defeat, 68 to 24, a reservation
b I Republi-
) Larolina. It would
have specified that’ nothing in
the convention “shall be con-
strued as in any way diminish-

£ o2 T !
bet of 4lpeérican to'urhsts visit-
ing thé Soviet, Upion — 18,000
lagt year. .- v . vy

Byydecisive votes today, T_Ee
Senate rejected conscrvative
Republican xreservatj‘o?s 'ttéa-t
would have made implementa- ling, abridging " or weakon
tion of the treaty contingent| u% ignt or the i g
upon an end to Soviet military to safeguard its own security

aid to Vietnam. By agreement, the Senate

g
can of Soul

Administration spokesm%ﬁ leadership saved until the last
held & majority together With| hat it realized soud o oot
the argument fhat the effoot 1 ost ticklish polities oo
of the reservations might bel to the understan ding  offered by
kill the treaty by prox_rom‘ng Senator Smith,

the Sowviet Union into rejection With her cus red rose
of the convention. The S‘ow‘et' ‘ =% to hiér oo
too, has mnot yet ratified the ¥ t%]a. O arone ) W
act. R iy

i The Administration’s closest F==—2roval. S Whve 11;‘{
call came not on a reservation simply an expression of hope:
but on an understanding offered for peace- in Vietnam and that
by M-ar%-a;ret Chase Smith, Re—luniik‘e - the reSEPVELISHS. It in no
ublicas e reinterpreted
P This expressed the hope of |way . zfrffica.t;g 0‘?‘ the treal.)ty o
the' Senate that before the, thqtéz’m% e titication. i
; i ‘P’ Agd ¥e has done in counter
opening of any Soviel 145 4T ‘the amendments and
ates an ‘“honorable cofftrtt o ying Al oy SR
would be achieved in the Viet

ic

nam conflict. The understand-éé‘%:: a‘%?;’ Mg—f ﬁiéﬁ?ﬁnj
ing was defeated by .m, ilgBS! ’ - a 51 !
vote. tana, produqed another letter

Basically, the treaty has befrom Secretary of State
come a test of the willingnesRusk warning th
of the United States to make #he ang
conciliatory gesture towarg thpg
Soviet Union despiteé the Vietrs
nam war.

' The Central Issue

R EO FrEnE
; et Unfon would vetaiiate with
As the week-long debate on'ct ! Telaily
it reached a climaxgtoday, Viet- 5 6%n utiderstangings. = .
nam became the central Issug,| g;zying the Soviet coyld “fab-
A . small opposition group =3cate pmany zeasons” for re-
largely from conservative Re-’,__’_‘__a;; L h
publican ranks—argued that™ - - ’
now, when Soviet arms supplied’ bﬁng the treaty, Senatorl
to, North Vietnam were killing®;  asked:
Amerrilceénatr;?l?g&ﬁiﬁs thi‘:flza'&é??“kfé we to act in such feari-
was 1o 4 ) . N A
make a friendly gesture toward ©f ‘the SO‘"C"" Union? }
the Soviet, ‘God forhid that fear of the!
*One of the Republican re-Soviet Union has reached a
servations, offered by _Krarl F-point in the Senate of the Unit-
Mgndg,“_ Republican “of Outhed States where we do not have
Dakola., Tt specified that the . th
treaty not be ratified until thethe courage to proclaim the
President reported to Congressplafn truth and express g hope
that United States forces were forpeace in Vietnam.”
nd longer needed for combat inl—2t " 777
Vietnam or asured Congress
that removal of United States
fqrees wag not being prevented
or dclayed by Soviet military}
assistance to North Vietnam. It|-
was defeated 67 to 25. i

By 70 to 20 the Senate re-
B

ted a reservation oftffed b
I...Curtis, Republican 03]
bmsfca. RYE ?E-.:

il

—

“would 'hi
venited 'ratification until the
President, after .consultation
with the oint Chiefs of Staff,
reported to Congress that the
Soviet had ceased “all military
support and assistance of any
kind, directly or indirectly, to
North Vietnam.”




